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NEW RADICAL MOVEMENT APPEARS 

SUMMARY: TWO RECENT EVENTS HAVING TO DO WITH GREENLAND 
COULD EVENTUALLY ATTRACT INTEREST IN THE US. THE 
FIRST WAS A STATEMENT BY THE MAYOR OF A GREENLAND 
TOWN DENOUNCING THE STATIONING OF MILITARY FORCES 
IN GREENLAND AND THE REBUTTAL HIS COMMENTS DREW. 

THE SECOND WAS THE FORMATION OF A NEW REVOLUTIONARY 
MARXIST-! F.NINT ST POLITICAL MOVEMENT ON GREENLAND. 

BOTH ARE DESCRIBED BELOW. END SUMMARY. 

1 . IORGEN HERTLING, CHAIRMAN IN DENMARK OF THE 
GREENLAND ATASSUT MOVEMENT (WHICH ADVOCATES CONTINUED 
CLOSE TIES BETWEEN DENMARK AND GREENLAND), TOLD 
BERLINGSKE TIDENDE (INDEPENDENT-CONSERVATIVE) 

DEC 19, 1977, THAT A MILITARY VACUUM WOULD BE 
DANGEROUS FOR GREENLAND. HERTLING MADE THIS OBSERVA- 
TION IN RESPONSE TO DEMARKS REPORTEDLY MADE BY MAYOR 
HENRIK KUND OF JULIANEHOB, A MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE 
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COMMITTEE OF THE GREENLAND SUJUMUT PARTY. 

2. LUND APPARENTLY TOLD A REPORTER THAT HE, 

PERSONALLY, DID NOT LIKE THE MILITARY. HE ADDED: 

"IF WE HAVE MILITARY FORCES STATIONED ON GREENLAND 
WE PROVOKE FOREIGN POWERS. IF NONE ARE STATIONED 
THERE, THERE WILL BE NO PROVOCATION AND THEY WILL 
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LEAVE US IN PEACE." 

3. HERTLING REBUTTED LUND POINTING OUT THAT 
BECAUSE OF ITS STRATEGIC LOCATION IT WOULD BE 
EXTREMELY DANGEROUS TO CREATE A MILITARY VACUUM 
IN GREENLAND. LUND'S ARGUMENTATION WAS ALSO 
UNREASONABLE, HERTLING SAID, IN SO MUCH AS 
DENMARK'S MEMBERSHIP IN NATO AND THE AMERICAN 
PRESENCE IN GREENLAND IN THE 30 YEARS SINCE THE 
END OF THE WAR HAD PROVIDED SECURITY. THE 
AMERICANS HAD NOT BEEN PROVOCATIVE AND HAD IN FACT 
GIVEN THE GREENLANDERS NO REASON TO COMPLAIN. ON 
THE CONTRARY, THE AMERICAN FORCES HAD BEEN VERY 
HELPFUL TO THE GREENLANDERS DURING THE YEARS, 

AMONG OTHER THINGS, BY CONDUCTING SEARCH AND 
RESCUE OPERATIONS FOR PERSONS LOST AT SEA. 

4. LUND’S COMMENTS WERE INSPIRED TO A LARGE DEGREE BY LEFTIST 
THINKERS IN DENMARK, HERTLING ASSERTED. FURTHER- 
MORE, EVEN AFTER HOME RULE IS INTRODUCED, RESPONSE 

BILITY FOR FOREIGN POLICY AND QUESTIONS SUCH AS THIS 
ONE WILL REMAIN WITH THE DANISH STATE. IT IS HARD 
TO IMAGINE WHY THIS ISSUE WAS RAISED, HERTLING 
CONCLUDED, BUT IT WILL CERTAINLY NOT BENEFIT THE 
GREENLANDERS. 
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5. COMMENT: SUJUMUT, THE PARTY TO WHICH LUND 
BELONGS, LIKE ATUSSUT SUPPORTS A CONTINUED RELATION- 
SHIP BETWEEN GREENLAND AND DENMARK. BUT IT WOULD 
PREFER GREATER INDEPENDENCE FOR THE GREENLANDERS 
THAN ATASSUT DESIRES. THE PARTY HAS NOT, AS FAR 

AS WE CAN DETERMINE, FORMALLY ADOPTED A POSITION 
OPPOSED TO THE AMERICAN PRESENCE IN GREENLAND. 

LUND MAY HAVE VOICED AN UNCONSIDERED PERSONAL 
VIEW AND NOT A PARTY ONE. (WE WILL LOOK INTO THIS 
FURTHER WHEN OUR GREENLAND CONTACTS RETURN TO 
DENMARK AFTER THE HOLIDAYS.) END COMMENT 

6. IT MAY BE APPROPRIATE NOW ALSO TO REPORT A RECENT 
EFFORT TO ESTABLISH A NEW POLITICAL MOVEMENT IN 
GREENLAND CALLED INUIT ATAQATIGIIT. IT DEVELOPED 
OUT OF THE SO-CALLED 1976 AND 1977 AUSSIVIK YOUTH 

CAMPS AND CAN BE EXPECTED TO OPPOSE AN AMERICAN MILITARY 
PRESENCE ON GREENLAND. IF IT EVER GETS OFF THE 
GROUND. THE GROUP DEFINES ITSELF AS MARXIST- 
LENINIST AND MAINTAINS THAT THE ONLY WAY TO ACHIEVE 
THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION OF THE 
GREENLAND SOCIETY IT ADVOCATES IS THROUGH REVOLUTION. 
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THE NEW MOVEMENT IS COMPOSED MAINLY OF YOUNG 
GREENLANDERS EDUCATED IN THE DANISH SCHOOL SYSTEM 
WHO, IT IS SAID, HAVE BECOME ALIENATED FROM BOTH 
DANISH AND GREENLAND SOCIETY. THE TWO LEADERS OF 
THE MOVEMENT ARE JENS GEISLER, A TEACHER, AND 
ARKALUG LYNGE, A SOCIAL WORKER. 

7. KNUD HERTLING, A BROTHER OF JORGEN AND A FORMER 
MINISTER FOR GREENLAND IN THE DANISH GOVT, STATES 
THAT THE NEW GROUP HAS BEEN INSPIRED BY LEFTIST 
THINKERS IN DENMARK. HIMSELF A GREENLANDER, KNUD 
HERTLING SAYS THAT THE YOUNG MEMBERS OF THE NEW 
MOVEMENT HAVE NO BASE IN GRF.F.NT , ANDIC SOCIETY. 
SIMILARLY, LARS EMIL JOHANSEN, A LEADER OF 
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SUJUMUT AND A GREENLAND MEMBER OF THE FOLKETING, 
TOLD AN EMBASSY OFFICER THAT THE NEW MOVEMENT IS 
OF LITTLE IMPORTANCE AND HAS A MEMBERSHIP MADE UP 
OF A FEW YOUNG "KIDS". 

DEAN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MAYOR, FIRES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 21 -Dec-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977COPENH07538 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770476-0087 

Format: TEL 
From: COPENHAGEN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19771233/aaaabbbx.tel 

Line Count: 141 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 20331 6ff-c1 88-ddl 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 161944 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GREENLAND-MAYORYS COMMENTS ON MILITARY DRAW FIRE; NEW RADICAL MOVEMENT APPEARS SUMMARY: TWO RECENT 

EVENTS HAVING TO DO WITH GREEN 

TAGS: PINT, MILI, GL, DA 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/20331 6ff-c1 88-ddl 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



